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Intrigue… 
 Scandal… 
  and Restless 
      Souls? 



The humble “treasure box” 



What was inside? 



“Officers-Portland Parlor-C.A.C.A.  1921” 

Assorted photos… 
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Clues? 





≤23  Cemeteries 

559 Graves Disintered 
in 1948-49 











From can’t miss to invisible 

Source: US Census 

• Grant County 

– Total population  4,303   7,935 

 

– Chinese population     905  (21%)     7 

 

• Baker County 

– Total population  4,616   16,741 

 

– Chinese population     787  (17%)    19 

2000 1880 



Kam Wah Chung State Heritage Site 



John Day, Oregon 



Courtesy of Kam Wah Chung State Heritage Site 
John Day “Chinatown” 





Affidavit  to 
state Board of 
Health 

August, 1948 





Baker City 

McCord Historic Photo Collection, Baker County Public Library 

2010 







Qingming Festival or Tomb Sweeping Day 





Liberty ship 

S.S. Luxembourg Victory, a converted World War II cargo ship, 
carried the Chinese immigrants’ remains  to Hong Kong. 



Hong Kong panorama 1949 



Tung Wah Hospital/coffin home sends confirmation, fall 1949 





Chinese Civil War 
leads to border 
closing 



Courtesy of Ivy Lin Coffin hall – Tung Wah 



Courtesy of Ivy Lin 



Remembering… 

Baker City Chinese Cemetery 



Tour guides 
feature the 
history of the 
Chinese in 
Eastern Oregon 

Underground stops 
include: 

• Hop Sing’s laundry 

• Chinese living quarters 

• “Chinese jails” 

• Opium den 



Astoria 
Garden of Surging 
Waves 

Tacoma 
Chinese 

Reconciliation 
Park 





Jacksonville, Ore. 



Ashland 



Mountain View Cemetery - Ashland 

Old Ashland Cemetery 
• Sing Quong 

Born 1848 
Died  1906 

 

• Wang Wang 
Born 1858 
Died  1913 

 

• Bessie Wau Chung 
Born 1904 
Died 1905 

• Wong Wong 
Born 1849 
Died  1917 
 

• Ma Yum 
Born ? 
Died  1918 
 

• Fong Fu Shang 
Born 1852 
Died  1918 

•N.G. Uah 
Born 1862 
Died  1917 
 

• Jack Wu Wong 
Born 1868 
Died  1924 

 

• Wah Chung 
Born ? 
Died  1927? 
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Another mystery… 



Who is Mrs. Anne Low Sim? 
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• Are any descendents of these 
immigrants living in the U.S. today? 

• Can we connect any of the names to a 
specific legacy in the American West?  
Anybody famous go home on that ship? 

• What do the letters and notes which 
are written entirely in Chinese say? 

• The source of approximately 120 sets of 
bones included in the 1949 shipment 
are unaccounted for.  Where did those 
other remains come from? 

 

 



1928 

Was the 1949 shipment the last mass disinterment in the 
Northwest? 



What happened next? 

• Documents were digitized 

• Regional public radio transferred 
ownership of originals to CCBA 

• Archival conservation work at PSU Library 

• OSU Multicultural Archive creates online 
“Digital Collection” 

http://archives.library.oregonstate.edu/omeka/exhibits/show/oregondisinterm
entdocuments/ 
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